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Thornton 1780
Chestertown

Private

Thornton is a fine late 18th century plantation house of brick.
The main house is five bays wide with two rooms per floor and a
central hall. The kitchen wing also brick is covered with a catslide
roof. The house retains an unusual amount of original trim and de-
tailing, including a fine later porch. The interior is a treasure of
original woodwork and painted graining. This decoration is now
valuable and rare; having passed from favor in the 20th century, much
of it was painted over and damaged. It has survived at Thornton,
however, and in almost perfect condition. The house was built by the
Brooks family, by whom it is still owned.
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DESCRIPTION K145
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thornton is a brick house and wing built in the late 18th cen-
tury. It is located on Perkins Hill Road near Urieville and faces
north across open fields. The main house is five bays wide and two
and one-half stories high standing on a tall basement which is marked
with a molded water table. The gable roof of the main house has two
gable dormers in each roof slope. The chimneys are enclosed in gable
walls and have corbelled and banded brick caps.

The wing is one and one-half stories high, one room deep and four
bays long. It has a catslide gable roof extending above a shallow
front veranda which is as long as the wing. The veranda roof rests
upon four brick columns with bases marked by a course of molded bricks
identical to those which make up the water table of the main house.
The long slope of the roof is toward the rear of the building. Both
slopes have gable dormers. A chimney is enclosed in the west gable
wall. Another protruds from the center of the wing. Both have
corbelled caps; the central chimney is extremely tall and slender.

The brick of the main house is laid in Flemish bond on the north
(approach) facade, Liverpool bond on gables and rear, and English
bond below the water table (which is found on the front, rear facades
and on the east gable.)

Flemish bond mortar Joints are grapevined. A belt course on the front
facade has been chiseled away. Window openings on both front and rear
have splayed flat arches; those in the attic have rowlock arches.

The wing has Liverpool bond on all facades.

The main house is evenly fenestrated with 8/8 sash windows on
the second floor, 12/8 sash windows on the first and three-pane windows
used for cellar windows. There are central entrances, a 8/8 window
at the stair landing, rear, and a tall window, now closed with louvered
blinds above the main entrance. Second floor and basement windows
have beaded frames with quarterround backband moldings; first floor
frames on the south facade have quarterround moldings but are not
beaded. On the north first floor and on the south entrance, frames
have two planes instead of being flat, are beaded and have the usual
quarterround backband. Sills on the second floor are flush with the
walls, but those on the first are rounded and have a cove bed. (This
detail is also seen at Knocks Folly, K-114) Louvered shutters are seen
on second floor windows; on the first are three raised and beveled
panel blinds which may be original.

Front and rear entrance doors have six raised and beveled panels
on the outside; inside they have unusual horizontal battens which are
beaded and grained and closed with late 19th century hardware. The
north front entrance has a five pane transom light. It has architrave
trim with triglyph corner blocks and paneled pilasters. There are
full length louvered shutters. The jambs have flush beaded panels.
The front entrance porch appears to be somewhat later than the house;
its flat hipped roof is supported by double round colums. The bal-
ustrade has plain rectangular balusters and a molded handrail. The
cornice has delicate, shaped modillion blocks. There are two benches.

SEﬁH§ and rear porch are missin
C INUE ON SEP TE SHEET IF CESSARY
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—INVENTION

Interior design

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

c 1780
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brooks Family

Thornton retains an unusual amount of original trim and detailing
on the exterior, but the interior is a treasure of early woodwork and
decoration. Virtually all major features remain in place and most
are decorated with painted graining. This decoration is extremely val-
uable and rare; having passed from favor in the 20th century, much of
it was painted over and damaged. It has survived at Thornton, however,
and in almost-perfect condition. The date of the graining is impossible
to determine without paint analysis by an expert, however, the molding

profiles are very sharp and in a damaged door in the parlor chamber
only one color of paint, a bright, light blue, was visible, both of
which would indicate that this was an early treatment, probably before

1850.

Thornton represents a fine country house of the end of the 1¥th
Records in the Kent County Courthouse have a transaction of
March 17, 1809 transfering the property (900 acres) from Mary Brooks

century.
to Phillip Brooks.

A note gives the property its present name and stated

that it previously belonged to another Phillip Brooks "late of Kent

County. "

(B.C. 5/432)

Whether the first Phillip was the builder of

the house is unknown; the house has remained in the family until the

present.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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# 7 Continued

Six sash windows are used on the wing which is also evenly
fenestrated. Entrance doors are located in the east bay on
front and rear and in the third bay from the east on the rear.
Like the windows, frames have backband moldings made up of del-
icate composite curves. An additional entrance has been added
to the gable. A portion of original cornice, made up of cyma
recta and quarterround, remains on the rear.

The main house has a central hall and two rooms per floor.
There are rooms on each floor of the wing and an enclosed stair.
Most of the original woodwork remains in the house with the ex-~
ception of the kitchen. Floors of medium to wide yellow pine
also remain; most have not been painted, varnished or stained.
Plaster, most in good condition and some fragments of wall paper,
have also survived.

The stair is of the three run type and is open to the attic.
The newel is very simple and turned as are intermediates. The
newel cap is continuous with an~ oval, molded handrail. Balusters
are rectangular, two per step. Step brackets h&ve a scroll
design up to the second floor and a curved slot above that.

The spandrel is a simple rectangular panel with painted maple
burl graining.

In the main, e&ast parlor, the fireplace has a tabernacle
overmantle. The mantle opening is rectangular with quarterround
crossette surround. The straight mantle shelf has a curved
bracket support. The room has crossette trim on the four windows
and the door. Cornice, chairrail aré sketched (not to scale) below.

The mantle has mahogany graining with black picking-out on
ogee edge of panels. Panel fields are oak burl. Six-panel doors
have oak graining with burl panels. “

The west first floor room has identical chairrail and base-~
board, and trim except without crossettes. The paneled fireplace
wall has recessed panels with ogee edges. There is a closet
beside the fireplace.

The parlor chamber has a mantle with shelf supported by
brackets and two flanking closets with six-panel doors. Paneling
on this wall is recessed; the same chairrail as above is used
but the window trim is a single quarterround. The west room
on the second floor has a very similar paneled fireplace wall
but the mantle shelf is supported by consoles.




/ﬁ- 199

# 7 Continued Page 2

The first floor wing room has a more delicate trim made up
of composite moldings and a mantle with broken shelf and three
reeded freize blocks; there is a closet with vertical boards
on the closet.

The main house appears to have been the first part constructed
with wing added soon after.
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Thornton is very similar to the house on the adjoining farm (K - 196).
This house retains a great amount of iis original frames, sash, shutters and
interior woodwork and is a mine of 18th century Qetail. It even has its brick
gutters on each side of the house to carry the water away from the foundations.

It is a five bay long, 2% story house, with a four bay long, 13 story wing.
Rasement brick is laid in English bond and there are foum windows on both sides
which retain original frames and sash set behind iron bars which are comnstructed
into the masonry walls. There are flat arches above all windows. A quarter
round molded brick forms the water table which encircles the house. There is
no belt course. The center entrance has paneled jamb and door, transom and
fluted pilasters and a good porch of the same period as the pilasters, a little
later than the original house. There is also an ent¢rance door on the second
floor, leading onto the roof of the portico or porch. This latter door was
probably a window originally. The windows have 12/12 sash on the first story
12/8 on second story and 6/6 in the "A" roof dormers, all of which appear
original. There are original paneled shutters on the first story and louvered
shutters on the sccond story. wjthin each gable is a very large chimney with
good bold cap.

The brick wing is a very unusual treatment for a kitchen in Kent County.
It is four bays long with three dormers on each side of the roof, neither side
being symmetrical. The na th side has a porch or arcade with brick floor laid
on the ground, brick piers with quarter round watertable, ;ﬂ?ﬁﬁ is flush with
the main facade, thus setting the opposite side of the building about six feet
forvard of the south wall of the main portion. The roof is very steep on the
south facade and is catslide on the north, in order to cover the arcade. The
entrance to the basement of the main portion is under the cover of the arcade.
The ceiling of the arcade has beaded slats with an air space betwecen. Windows
of the wing have 9/6 sash. There is a chimney on the outer gable and one in the
middle of the structure which is very tall. A recent leanto porch has been installed
on the south side.

The interior is almost all original but is in untouched condition. The

parlor has window seats, broken pediment above the fireplace, dog ear trim, etc.

(e



The stair has a mahogany rail, turned newel and square balusters and ascends
to the attic. Other rooms are simpler, but worthy of study. The wing contains
the kitchen and presumably a dining room, with enclosed stair between.

This is one of the few houses in Kent which is in almost untouched

. comi‘tiono + . FURE b
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